New Lodge Festival
Programme

2025

Thursday 31 July - Saturday 9" August 2025
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INTRODUCTION

We are delighted to share the 2025 Greater New Lodge Community Festival
programme.

This festival is a celebration of who we are — a vibrant community coming
together to honour our culture, traditions, and local talent through a welcoming
and uplifting series of events.

The 2025 line-up offers something for everyone, including theatre, family fun
days, workshops, talks, street parties, sports, film screenings, literature, and so

much more.

We're grateful for the ongoing support of Belfast City Council and our ongoing
partnerships with Feile an Phobail and the Ulster University.

A heartfelt thank you also goes to the local community groups and residents
who have generously given their time and energy. Your dedication is what makes
the festival such a success.

Greater New Lodge Festival Committee
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Menopause -interactive
workshop

Ashton Centre
Thursday 31t July
10am -2pm

Own Your Menopause -

The Hot Topic

Let’s ditch the mystery

and take charge. This

4-hour power workshop
is your go-to guide for
navigating menopause
with confidence and
calm.

e  What's really
happening to your
body and mind?

e Natural ways to
handle the heat
(and the moods!)

o Wellness hacks, food
tips & lifestyle boosts

e Honestchatina
judgment-free zone

Whether you're on the
journey or walking it with
someone else — come
feel heard, supported,
and totally empowered.

To register contact
saoirse.mcnamara@
ashtoncentre.com
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Family Fun Day and
Information Event

St Patricks Primary School
Thursday 31t July
12.00pm-2pm

This event is open to
all families in North
Belfast and will include
Information points
providing details

on various support
initiatives that are
available to families.
There will also be
children’s activities and
games.

Organised by Ashton
Community Trust Family
Service. For further
information contact 028
90 742255

Acrylic Painting Class
New Lodge Arts Studio,
Ashton Centre
Friday 1t August
10am-12pm

Join our artist Fionnuala
Duffin for a relaxed, fun

painting class for adults.
All materials provided.

To book a place call or
text New Lodge Arts on
07736389968.



Teddy Bears Picnic
Star Neighbourhood
Centre

Friday 1t August
10am-12pm

If you go down to the
Star today.... ... you will
be sure to have a great
day out at the Teddy
Bears’ Picnic!

North Belfast’s youngest
residents, their families
and carers can enjoy a
lovely morning at the
Star Neighbourhood
Centre, with fun, games
and entertainment.
Bring along your
favourite Teddy Bear!
Free entry

Next Steps Event
Ulster University
Friday 15t August
12pm-2pm

Young people on the
youth committee of
New Lodge and Holy
Family Youth Centres
in partnership with
Newington Housing
Association are hosting
a ‘next step’ event for
young people in Ulster
University with a wide
range of organisations
showcasing what's
available for young
people beyond school.

Tiny’s Drama Show
Performance

Girdwood
Friday 1t August
2pm

Join our Tiny’s Drama
Group performing their
Play in a Week. Over the
last 5 days, they have
sang, danced and acted
in preparation for this
annual performance.
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Scrap Art Class - Parent &
Child

New Lodge Arts Studio,
Ashton Centre
Friday 1t August
2pm-4pm

Join Bryson Recycling
for some scrap craft
workshops. Choose
from a range of scrap
materials to create
whatever you like-a
pirate’s hook and eye
patch, a lighthouse,
butterflies and bees,
robots, rockets - the list
is endless. Suitable for
ages up to 10.

To book a place, text
New Lodge Arts on
07736389968

Waterworks Summer Fun
Day

Waterworks Park
Saturday 2" August
12pm-3pm

The New Lodge Arts
Event Management
Team are back and

will be running their
annual Summer Fun
Day in the Waterworks
Park. Bring the family
along to enjoy the fun
and be entertained by
walkabout performers,
make your own arts and
crafts and end the day
searching for clues with
our very own treasure
hunt. Free event.
Everyone welcome.

Féile Unplugged returns
to deliver a fest of live
music featuring some
of the best emerging
young talent this city
has to offer. You can
enjoy this live concert
whilst participating in
the fun day. Line up to
be announced.

New Lodge Market

New Lodge Youth Centre
Saturday 2" August
12pm-3pm

New Lodge Youth
Centre’s adults project
have organised a
market stall event in
the centre which will
have food, stalls selling
various products such
as clothes, make up etc.
The event is a fundraiser
for the women's project
who are going to Baraolt
in February 2026.

Anyone who is interested
in buying a table for
£20.00 to sell their
products please contact
the centre.
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Sundae Fundae
New Lodge
Sunday 3 August
2pm-4pm

Travelling theatre show
/ice cream truck giving
out free ice cream.

Join our travelling
outdoor theatre show as
they embrace the chaos
of the Summer in this
pop up performance.
Enjoy a free Ice Cream
from the Ice Cream
Truck.

Show times:

2pm - Stratheden
Avenue

3pm - Queens Parade

Ceili

St Josephs, Sailortown
Sunday 3 August
2pm-4pm

Call down to Sailortown’s
Dock St. outside the
American and Seaton’s
Bar.

Can you do your
1....2...3" sorare you a
newbie to Irish dance?
Ronan Eastwood: ‘Céili
Caller extraordinaire” will
lead you in the steps for
the Waves of Trory, Walls
of Limerick and more.

All welcome for a bit of
craic, outdoor exercise
and Trad music.
Followed by trad
sessions/refreshments in
Sailortown Bars.

Seniors Afternoon Tea
Ashton Centre
Monday 4* August
Tpm

Join us for a relaxing
afternoon filled with
good company and enjoy
a selection of tea/coffee,
freshly baked scones,
finger sandwiches,

and sweet delights—all
served in a welcoming
atmosphere. Why not
bring along a friend too.

To book contact
Ashton reception on
02890742255
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Scrap Art - Parent & Child
Workshop

NLA Studio, Ashton Centre
Monday 4* August
10am-12pm

Join Bryson Recycling
for some scrap craft
workshops. Choose
from a range of scrap
materials to create
whatever you like -a
pirate’s hook and eye
patch, a lighthouse,
butterflies and bees,
robots, rockets - the list
is endless. Suitable for
ages up to 10.

To book a place, text
New Lodge Arts on
07736389968

Irish Short Story - Shared
Reading

Duncairn Art Centre
Monday 4* August
3pm-4pm

Shared Reading groups
bring people together
through great literature
to talk, laugh and share.
Just drop in and listen
to a short story or poem
- no pressure to talk or
read, a relaxing way to
spend time with others.

Hosted by: Marnie
Kennedy

No Registration
Required.

Printmaking - Adult Art
Class

NLA Studio, Ashton Centre
Tuesday 5% August
10am-12pm

Join our artist Anne
Marie Taggart on this
Printmaking workshop.
The images will be
printed on paper and
participants can take
these home and frame
them.

Booking essential -to
book text New Lodge
Arts on 07736389968.
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Legally Blonde - Summer
Musical

The MAC

Tuesday 5t August
6.30pm

Join the New Lodge
Arts Youth for this year's
Summer hit musical.

“Legally Blonde Jr.”
follows Elle Woods, a
fashionable sorority
president, who follows
her ex-boyfriend to
Harvard Law School in
an attempt to win him
back.

Legally Blonde JR.
features large, energetic
dance numbers with

an expandable cast

of sorority sisters,

law school students,
hairdressers and more.
Legally Blonde JR.
features large, energetic
dance numbers with

an expandable cast

of sorority sisters,

law school students,
hairdressers and more.
Tickets £8 each

Tickets available from
https://themaclive.
com/whats-on/

Over 50's Trip

Departs Ashton Centre
Tuesday 5t August
10am-5pm

Meet at Ashton Centre,
Churchill Street for a
‘surprise location Bus
run’

Over 50s Mystery

Tour costs £10 and
registration for this

will take place in the
reception area of Ashton
Centre on Wednesday
9th of July from 10-12pm
Lunch will be provided.

Booking essential
-please contact
Ashleen Shenning on
02890742255.

Community Pride Event
New Lodge Youth Centre
Tuesday 5t August
12pm-2.30pm

Young leaders of New
Lodge Youth Centre have
planned a community
fun day for the families
of Greater New Lodge
on the 5th of August
12-2.30 p.m. The young
people have organised
various activities for all
ages and hope to see
as many of you there as
possible.
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Metallic Floral Watercolour
Art Class for Adults

NLA Studio, Ashton Centre
Wed 6% August
10am-12pm

Learn to paint

floral designs using
shimmering metallic
watercolours, no
experience needed!

A fun, relaxed class
where you'll explore
easy techniques and
the unique properties of
metallic watercolours.
Learn how metallic
watercolours layer,
blend, and catch the
light and take home a
framed piece.

Booking essential -to
book text New Lodge
Arts on 07736389968.

2B\
Boogie Babies
Girdwood Hub

Wed 6t August
MMam &12pm

Boogie Babies is a
sensory rhythm and
rhyme session for under
4's. We use parachutes,
puppets, lights, sensory
equipment and
instruments to create a
sensory experience. With
all your favourite songs
from “the wheels on the
bus” to “twinkle twinkle”
there is loads to sing and
dance along to.

Booking essential -to
book text New Lodge
Arts on 07736389968.

Legally Blonde - Summer
Musical

The MAC

Wed 6t August

2pm & 6.30pm

Join the New Lodge
Arts Youth for this year’s
Summer hit musical.

“Legally Blonde Jr.”
follows Elle Woods, a
fashionable sorority
president, who follows
her ex-boyfriend to
Harvard Law School in
an attempt to win him
back.

Legally Blonde JR.
features large, energetic
dance numbers with

an expandable cast

of sorority sisters,

law school students,
hairdressers and more.
Legally Blonde JR.
features large, energetic
dance numbers with

an expandable cast

of sorority sisters,

law school students,
hairdressers and more.
Tickets £8 each

Tickets available from
https://themaclive.
com/whats-on/
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Rose Park Farm - Family
Bus Trip

Meet at Ashton Centre
Wed 6% August
10am-4pm

£10 for family of 4 with
£2 each after 4.

A family day to Northern
Ireland’s leading Family
Fun Farm, spread over
70 acres of beautiful
natural farm land, not
forgetting our stunning
Lagoon Beach all
situated in Ballymoney,
County Antrim.

Bring your own picnic

Limited places - booking
essential - please contact
Ashleen Shenning on
02890742255.

NLA Studio, Ashton Centre
Thursday 7t August
10am-12pm

Join our Artist Anne-
Marie Taggart on this
Craft Class using Sea
Glass to create some
amazing pieces of art.

Booking essential -to
book text New Lodge
Arts on 07736389968.

All Ability Olympics

St Patricks Primary School
Pitch

Thursday 7* August
12pm-1.30pm

Join us for the All

Ability Sports Day, a
celebration of inclusivity,
community, and the

joy of sports! This

event is designed for
participants of all ages
and abilities, offering

a variety of adaptive
sports and activities

to ensure everyone

can join in the fun.
Enjoy a day filled with
team games, individual
challenges, and plenty
of opportunities to make
new friends and share in
the spirit of competition
and camaraderie.

Don’t miss out on this
fantastic day of athletic
excitement and positive
energy-come and be
part of the All Ability
Sports Day!

Contact Susie Vint,
Happy Days on
07946417238 to
book and for more
information.
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Family Fun Day & Outdoor
Cinema

New Lodge/Bruslee Way
Thursday 7" August
Tpm-8pm

CRJI'in association

with our community
partners, New Lodge
Housing Association,
and New Lodge Housing
Advice, are hosting a
number of events on
7th August 2025. Once
again, we have access
to the big LED mobile
screen, courtesy of
Belfast Film Festival, we
will be screening family
friendly content, and
there will also be a range
of activities for all the
family to enjoy, bouncy
castles, face painters,
and music. Come
along and join us at the
Barrack site (Queens
Parade) free burgers &
hotdogs are always in
big demand. We hope
you can join us , bigi linn

Everyone welcome

k l)) '/d< ' \ 2

North Belfast Youth Talks
Back

uuJ

Thursday 7t August
12pm-3pm

The North Belfast Youth
Talks Back event will
provide young people
with the opportunity

to discuss issues that
are relevant to them
from all communities in
North Belfast. The event
aims to empower young
people to take lead

in critically exploring
themes they feel youth
services and relevant
sectors should focus on
in the coming year.

Contact sean.
mcmullan@
ashtoncentre.com for
more info.
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North Belfast Remembers
1981 Hunger Strike

Ulster University
Thursday 7t August
7pm-8.30pm

44 years since the 1981
Hunger Strike in Long
Kesh. Panel discussion
with Gerry Kelly MLA
former Hunger Striker,
Mary Doyle former
Hunger Striker in
Armagh Gaol 1981 and
former blanketman and
close friend of Bobby
Sands Tomboy Louden
reflect on the period of
1981, chaired by former
POW Caral Ni Chuilin
MLA.

Door open 6.45pm
starts 7pm Q&A
discussion afterwards.
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Drawing Class for Adults
New Lodge Arts Studio,
Ashton Centre

Friday 8t August
10am-12pm

Learn how to sketch with
pencils, learn shading
techniques such as
hatching, blending and
stippling to give your
artwork more depth and
form. We will experiment
with graphite pencils,
coloured pencils and pen
and ink. This workshop is
suitable for beginners or
as a refresher to get you
drawing again.

Booking essential - text
New Lodge Arts on
07736389968

g~

Youth Wellbeing Event
Girdwood Hub

Friday 8* August
12pm-3pm

Join us for an epic
wellbeing event! Enjoy
free barbers for fresh
cuts, vibrant coloured
braids, Tinsel hair
extensions. curls,
dazzling festival
makeup, design your
own festival t-shirts
and headbands, face
paints, stylish gel nails,
eyebrow waxing, skin
facials, and so much
more. Check out advice
stalls and receive some
complementary therapy.
Plus, level up your fun
with our retro arcade
corner!

For more info, contact
ashleen.schenning@
ashtoncentre.com

Junior Show Performance

The Recy
Friday 8* August
2.30pm

Join our Junior Drama
Group performing their
Play in a Week. Over the
last 5 days, they have
sang, danced and acted
in preparation for this
annual performance.
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Ceasefire Babies

Duncairn Art Centre
Saturday 9" August
7.00pm

New Lodge Arts Senior
Drama Group presents
‘Ceasefire Babies’, written
by Fiona Doyle.

How do we form our
allegiances and beliefs?

The annual bonfire
preparations are underway.
Mikey’s coming home from
the Centre and his sister
Jamie cannot wait. But
there is change in the air
and not everyone's ready
for it.

Jamie wants to reignite

her father and uncle’s old
conflicts, but Mikey and
their friends must decide
whether to take hold of
their own destinies, or allow
the ghosts of the past to
dictate their futures.

Do we make our own
decisions, or do we inherit
them? Can a cycle of
ideology and disagreement
be broken? And who can
take the first step?

£8 per ticket
Booking -www.

ticketsource.co.uk/new-
lodge-arts
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New Lodge Festival Programme - At a Glance

Date Time Event Venue
Thurs 31 July 10am -2pm Menopause — Ashton Centre
interactive workshop
12pm-2pm Family Fun Day and St Patricks Primary
Information Event School
Fri 1%t August 10am-12pm Acrylic Painting Class New Lodge Arts Studio,
Ashton Centre
10am-12pm Teddy Bears Picnic Star Neighbourhood
Centre
12pm-2pm Next Steps Event uulJ
2pm Tiny’s Drama Show Girdwood
Performance
2pm -4pm Scrap Art Class — Parent | New Lodge Arts Studio,
& Child Ashton Centre
Sat 2" August 12pm-3pm Waterworks Summer Waterworks Park
Fun Day
12pm-3pm New Lodge Market New Lodge Youth
Centre
Sun 3 August | 2pm-4pm Sundae Fundae New Lodge
2pm-4pm Ceili St Josephs, Sailortown
Mon 4* August |1pm Seniors Afternoon Tea | Ashton Centre
2pm -4pm Scrap Art — Parent & New Lodge Arts Studio,
Child Workshop Ashton Centre
3pm-4pm Irish Short Story - Duncairn Art Centre
Shared Reading
Tues 5" August |10am-12pm Printmaking - Adult Art | NLA Studio, Ashton
Class Centre
6.30pm Legally Blonde - The MAC
Summer Musical
10am —5pm Over 50’s Bus Trip Departs Ashton Centre
12pm-2.30pm Community Pride Event | New Lodge Youth

Centre
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New Lodge Festival Programme - At a Glance

Wed 6" August |10am-12pm Metallic Floral NLA Studio, Ashton
Watercolour Art Class |Centre
for Adults
1lam & 12pm Boogie Babies Girdwood Hub
2pm & 6.30pm Legally Blonde - The MAC
Summer Musical
10am-4pm Rose Park Farm - Family | Meet at Ashton Centre
Bus Trip
Thurs 7" August | 10am-12pm Craft Class for Adults NLA Studio, Ashton
Centre
12pm-1.30pm All Ability Olympics St Patricks Primary
School Pitch
12pm-3pm North Belfast Youth uuJ
Talks Back
1pm-8pm Family Fun Day & New Lodge / Bruslee
Outdoor Cinema Way
7pm-8.30pm North Belfast Ulster University
Remembers 1981
Hunger Strike
Fri 8" August 10am-12pm Drawing Class for Adults | New Lodge Arts Studio,
Ashton Centre
12pm-3pm Youth Wellbeing Event | Girdwood Hub
2.30pm Junior Show The RECY
Performance
Sat 9" August 7pm Ceasefire Babies Duncairn Art Centre
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New Lodge Festival would like
to thank and acknowledge
all our partners and funders.
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