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Community Demands 

See Page 7 for full story

North Belfast Lantern Festival

Full Redevelopment

Sunday 29th October 2017  
Alexandra Park

Monday 30th October 2017
Departs Girdwood Community Hub
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174 Trust - 9074 7114
Ashton Centre - 9074 2255
Bridge of Hope - 9074 6737

Bridges Sewing Group - 9074 2255
Bunscoil Mhic Reachtain - 9032 2409

Camberwell Fold - 9096 0552
Cancer Lifeline 9035 1999

Carrick Hill Community Centre - 9023 1602
Carlisle Day Centre - 9023 1227

Cumann Cultúrtha Mhic Reachtain - 90749 688
Employment Outreach - 9020 2440

Glenravel Local History Project - 9032 2289
Holy Family Primary School - 9035 1023
Holy Family Youth Centre - 9087 5150
Indian Community Centre - 9024 9746

Kinder Kids Day Care - 9074 2255
McSweeney Centre - 9032 2289

New Lodge Safer Streets - 07564 938276
Newington Credit Union - 9035 1773

New Lodge Arts - 9074 2255
New Lodge Youth Centre - 9075 1358

New Lodge Housing Forum - 9074 2399
North Belfast Family Centre - 9024 7580

North Queen St. Community Centre - 9032 3945
Smile SureStart - 9075 6654

St. Patrick’s Primary School - 028 9035 1206
Star Neighbourhood Centre - 9074 0693 

Tar Isteach - 90746665 / 90754967

Community Contact Numbers

DISCLAIMER: Reasonable care is taken to ensure that 
the articles in the CEP Magazine are up-to-date and as 
accurate as possible, as of the time of publication, but no 
responsibility can be taken by Ashton Community Trust for 
any errors or omissions contained herein. Furthermore, 
responsibility for any losses, damages or distress resulting 
from adherence to any information made available through 
this magazine is not the responsibility of the Ashton 
Community Trust. The opinions expressed are those of 

Ashton Community Trust.

BRIDGES SEWING 
Mon - Fri 1.00pm - 3.00pm

Ashton Centre
5 Churchill Street
Belfast, BT15 2BP

Tel: 90742255

Curtain Making, Formal Dresses, 
Alterations Etc.

Ashton Centre
5 Churchill Street
90742255
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This is the 8th year of the annual Ashton Bursary Awards.  The 
purpose of the scheme is to provide assistance to other community 

group are scarce and where they rely mainly on volunteers.  So far 
about 90 individual bursaries have been granted to local projects 

voluntary commitment of the various local groups.  
To be eligible for the bursary groups must meet the following 
criteria;
• 
• 

• 
• 

funding

community.
Maximum grant available is £500

Hunter at the Ashton Centre 5 Churchill Street. BT15 2BP Phone 

Ashton Community Trust
Bursary Awards 2017

facebook.com/ashton.centre

Like Us On 
Facebook

Ashton Centre are on Facebook, you 
can send us a friend request to keep up 
to date on all our services, we have also 
created a Like page, where we will also 
post information on a regular basis about 
all of the Trust’s services, please send 
friend request or like our page to be kept 
updated. Thank you

facebook.com/ashtoncommunitytrust
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Resource  & Development Agency).
The aim of this session is to raise the importance of bowel 
cancer screening and the signs and symptoms to look out 

- How screening can help detect bowel cancer in the early 
stages
- The signs and symptoms of bowel cancer
- How to reduce the risk of bowel cancer

2017.

Bowel Cancer Screening

Classes started in September! 

most of the classes will be 

on our mailing list and get a heads 

Books.

was a teenager. 

Find out more about how to join Write Club or volunteering 

Fighting Words Belfast
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Bridge of Hope participant call for Autumn Winter 2017 Programme
Bridge of Hope a project of Ashton 
Community Trust is a community health & 
well-being service that supports individuals 

McSweeney Centre and Alliance Avenue. 

Bridge of Hope started providing community 
accessible life coaching services 10 years 

focused approach to support people who 
wish to move forward. The one to one 

Agreement was signed and in 2014 the Stormont House Agreement was produced and we know there are lots of issues in-between 

• 
Henry Place Belfast

• 
• 
• 
• 

To launch the opening of new homes at the Dunmore site 

12th September.  The event which was held in partnership with 
local community and statutory agencies was to welcome the 

the opportunity to introduce the new residents to individual 

forward to working in partnership together moving forward”. 

residents in receiving their new homes and wish them well for 

works hard to ensure excellent tenant support.  However they go 
the extra mile by working in partnership with local community 
development structures in order to help improve community life 
in general ”.

Newington Housing Association Launch New Homes at Dunmore



Greater New Lodge Community Magazine October 2017

Page 6   Produced by Ashton Community Trustfacebook.com/ashton.centre

school along the path of excellence.

really appreciate a person who genuinely invests in them and 

who is fair in decision making. These two things are extremely 
important to me.

please do not hesitate to call or email me.

of this great community. To get in contact with me ring on 028 

changing trip happen. The project will send local young people 

donated to the project to help this years team try to reach 

thankful to Barry for his support.

Romania Project Receives Support 
From Local Business Man

St Patrick’s New School Principal

Walking past Henry Place people can see the McSweeney 
Centre Phase 2 is progressing to roof level. The new family 

McSweeney Centre Phase 2 Update
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they have been trying to tell people there is no great interest 

this was a phenomenal number and expresses the overwhelming 
passion that exists for complete redevelopment.

several residents from the contested area sat on that original 

the same as everyone else.

that they are in the process of drawing up a business plan to 

they wish the campaign to go. This could take the form of public 

certainly a media campaign. Residents will be informed of the 

we will discuss the way forward.
These dwellings were renovated way back in the early 1970s to 

to see this thing through to what we see as the inevitable 

Campaign for Full Redevelopment of the Long Streets Goes On

The theme this year will be Star Wars as 2017 marks the 40th 
anniversary.

partnership with another community group we would be happy 
to organise joint workshops. 

encouraging as many people as possible to come and watch 

Street.

Street (side of Currie Primary). 

will be via Mileriver Street only!

North Belfast Lantern Festival



Greater New Lodge Community Magazine October 2017

Page 8   Produced by Ashton Community Trustfacebook.com/ashton.centre

The Summer Fun Day at the Waterworks Parks was once again another very 

and working as a team to create yet another free event that the whole family 

performers they based the event around an American style theme and spent a lot 

Summer Drama Camp

the Friday showcase.  

New Lodge Arts Summer Projects
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the overall highlight was the Foam Party which was a hit with all the younger 
audience members. 

R 

(Musical Director) and Rochelle McParland (Choreographer). 

of the young people.  The young people really excelled this year and put on 

people and they did not disappoint.  Two brilliant performances proved 

The group worked towards a performance at which was held in the Duncairn 
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 Oireachtas Joint Committee Visits Ashton

are going to be far reaching for many of us in the community 
voluntary sector but very directly for those who have been in 

and universal credit.” 

Duncairn Gardens. 

Bridge of Hope which supports the health and wellbeing needs 

• 
groups regarding legacy issues and reaching out to diverse 

• 

• 

• 
funding of peace related programmes

Bridge of Hope is a department of the award winning 

SWEET Programme Celebration Event

delivered a World Suicide Awareness Day tournament on the 

Down all got together at the event  to raise awareness on the 

to promote #itsoktotalk.

Ballynahinch were able to share their experiences and provide 

at further programmes that could be developed to promote 

World Suicide Awareness Day
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Bellevue. Since the establishment of the Hub we have worked 

with our partner service providers to deliver support to almost 

or health visitor or a local community group to make a referral 
on your behalf. The Co-ordinator of the Hub will then contact 

your family.

with families to improve outcomes for all the people who live in 

Lower North Family Support HUB
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Eamonn Holmes visits New Lodge Arts
and the community where he was born 
and bred.   “There have been great changes 

taxi drivers.

lives of children and young people in the 

listening to the radical ways in which they 
spend this money and how they empower 

what these guys do.”

is there to give you a helping hand or steer you in the right 

it.”

• 

• 
• Food Hygiene
• 
• 
• 
• First Aid
• 

• 
• Barista Training
• Catering and Hospitality

Ashton CORE Training 174 Older Peoples Club
174 Trust

Dance – Bingo – Singsong
Every Saturday Night 

8.00pm – 12.00
Bring Your Own

NORTH BELFAST CHRISTMAS PANTO
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Fablab a project of Ashton Community Trust has been very busy 

months. 

that would represent the forum group and the youth space in 

over the coming weeks to see the logo on the groups new T—
shirts and hoodies. A great way to get young people to feel 
invested in their group.

shed is incredible and it is wonderful to see the men take their 

A perfect blend of old and new helping the community! 
Workshops

social media and website for the next up and coming workshops.

Air Show
Fablab packed up and took the lab to the Portrush Air Show. 

go at making their own plane shaped key rings as well as being 

with a robot and our very own arcade machine was running 
non-stop. The event was fully enjoyable and was a big success as 

enjoyed it as much as the team did!
Ploughing Championships

was broken down into three age groups - 5-7 years old who enjoyed out of centre trips such as adventure playground and W5 as well 

New Lodge Youth Centre Summer Programme 2017
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The group were provided with a full tour of the 

The group were shown around the various buildings 
throughout the site and they saw many areas such 

lecture theatres and the library.   The group also 

As a result of the visit and the advice and support provided by the 

the Training for Success Programme. 

team.

Ashton’s ‘SWEET’ Pathways to Education Information Morning

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• Personal Development
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• Warehousing Academy
• Hospitality Academy
• Retail Academy
• 
• Waste Management Academy
• Customer Services Academy
• World Host

our Mentors on 90742255

LEMIS+ Training Courses Available

We have the following 
training available
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• 
• 
• 
• Depression
• Becoming isolated

• 
• 

Concerned About Suicide?

• Alcohol abuse
• Drug abuse
• Sudden changes in mood or behaviour
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

How to respond

Show you care

‘I’m worried about you and I want to help’
‘What’s up? I’m very worried about you’
‘Whatever’s bothering you we will get through this together’

‘Do you feel like harming yourself?’
‘Do you feel like ending your life?’
‘Are you so down that you just want to end it all?’

Call for help

‘Let’s talk to someone who can help’

Where to go for help
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Romania in February 2018. Whilst in Romania the young people 

local teens around the town of Baraolt where they are staying. 
The young people going to South Africa will be working in 
Durban where they will be helping to build much needed houses 
in a poverty stricken area whilst also refurbishing and building 
play parks and a local school.

raise £900.00 through a sponsored walk which took place in the 
WaterWorks.  The walk was extremely successful and alongside 

Centre put on a fun day as a thank you for the support for the 
kids who took part in the walk. 

teams to reach their targets needed to make the trips happen. 

and took part in the walk. 

“We would like to thank everyone who supported the sponsored 
walk and help raise these much needed funds.  This is another 
example of people of all ages pulling together to help each other 

them isolated and marginalised.

communicated with empathy and reassurance.

wellbeing to the forefront.

agencies to ensure good access.

The role is carried out in a number of ways including home visits where people may be housebound due to health issues. This service 

survivors and their families.

Health & Wellbeing Caseworkers at Bridge of Hope

Sponsored Walk For Youth Projects
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people and two leaders from four other countries which included 

camp was due to take place we received word that there was an 

Castelwellan Forest Park where we would begin the Camp. This was 

group.

and also hear about the history that surrounds the country visually. We 

history of the building and Belfast. From this the group had asked for 

Ashton Community Trust.

International Peace Camp

precarious and for that reason it is once again calling on the 
community for its help.

Volunteers Urgently Needed for Tar Isteach

someone with cleaning experience.
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Ranganna Gaeilge agus Imeachtaí Mhic Reachtain
Mc Cracken language classes and events

intermediate lower levels also started back on Tuesday 12th 

end.

Some more dates for your diary;

adults with Doimnic Mac Giolla      Bhríde. Classes will run every 
Wednesday from 7-8pm for teenagers and from 8-9pm for 

Fhíoruisce and Spats 
Colombo. Tickets £10 
and can be purchased in 
Áras Mhic Reachtain or 

loch lao).

he talks about his spell in 

diary and show a series of sketches made during his visit to 

to rave reviews; “That moment when you realise you are hearing 
something that will stay with you for the rest of your life” Sunday 
Times. 

mhicreachtain.com.

in September 2017!

Sporting Success……. Well done Joseph Braniff!
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to create retail only - and exclude all social housing from the site.

The decision was a slap in the face to people experiencing 

demonstrates how the Hillview development could reduce the 

• 

• 

• 
• 

long term unemployed would be guaranteed ring-fenced and 
fully paid jobs.

“We took photographs years ago of all the sites in the city that can 
be used to tackle the housing crisis. They are running out fast. We 

which just suit him and no one else.”

“At the Council vote homeless families were bumped down the 
agenda because the developer was late and had to wait three 

private developer to warn Councillors that his client would seek 

 

Councillors who stood with the families, it is evident that this 
process was intended to exclude the voices of those most in 
need.”
 

equality and fairness above narrow self-interest or sectarian 

Housing Inequality in North Belfast (PPR Project)

www.taskteampm.com

Task Team Property Management 
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Sailortown is one of the oldest and most historic parts of Belfast city. 

The Sailortown community was historically a mainly working class 

links across Belfast and beyond. 

This created a physical barrier between Sailortown and the rest of the 
City; this along with the rehousing of the community  resulted in a 

Sailortown and hindered their access to key services. Despite the lack 
of community services for the expanding community and the physical 

workers and visitors.

was led by the Sailortown community and they now own the building 

works on improvements for the area and its residents and the Friends 

preserve it as a Heritage Centre and community asset focusing on 

an interest in the past. 

they have fought to keep it in community ownership and have built 

surrounding area. They want to use these to keep alive the history of 

and the on the Seas.

There have been and will be events to celebrate and bring together 
people who have an interest in Sailortown and its history. All 

gmail.com 

St. Joseph’s Church; Sailortown

Calling all New Lodge Residents!
Do you have the Essential Skills for everyday 

life and work?
English + Maths + ICT = Essential Skills

New English and Maths courses are starting in 
September in your area. Computers (ICT) are 

used in English and Maths classes.

Courses are LOCAL + FREE

+ phone Hilary on 90322289 
+ email hilary.adair@ashtoncentre.com 
+ call in person at the Ashton Centre

Essential Skills
Training & Employment Services

Ashton Centre

while there they will be helping with the building of a 

primary school. The team will also take part in cross cultural 

 
Recently the group have been working hard fundraising 
and youth workers and young people on the project 
would like to acknowledge anyone who has contributed 
and donated over the last few weeks and months and 

to the group.  Without the generosity of individuals and 
the wider community it would not be possible for us to 
achieve our goal.

Thank You From Young People For 
Support For South Africa Project
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the Wellbeing for Work service could be the answer. 

to discover what they want to do in life and helps them develop 
the skills to cope with the challenges that life can throw their 
way.  

moving out of it was frightening. 

looked back. 

Ashton’s Training & Employment Wellbeing Service

she was like a friend. 

run at the Ashton Centre through Belfast Works.

Keeping On Top Of Training Opportunities For Local People

Claire Hanna Rosie Smyth
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Harbourview Fun Day

Bugsy Malone Show

Grace & Generosity

Greater New Lodge Festival 2017
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residents homes and totally ignoring their health and wellbeing 

far only 2 out of 40 issues noted by residents have been discussed. 

some houses and winning the case to have their concerns 

currently happening.

based and legal approaches that residents can undertake to 

A survey and a community rights charter are currently being 

to this project that actually conforms with the Programme for 
Government that is meant to deliver for everyone.

group.

York Street Interchange An Article by Mark Hackett

Ashton Centre
5 Churchill Street
90742255



Bridge of Hope is a community based 
health and emotional wellbeing service 
that works with individuals, families and 

Our services include complementary 
therapies, life coaching, psychological 
therapies including trauma counselling, 

analysis, as well as accredited VTCT training. We take a 
person centred approach to all of the work we do. You can 
easily access support by self-referring or by asking your 
GP or health care worker to refer you into us. Our local 
clinics operate from the Ashton Centre, McSweeney Centre 
and Alliance Avenue. We also deliver services in outreach 
locations right across the city of Belfast. 
If you would like to take steps to better health and wellbeing 
please phone and talk to the team on: 028 9022 1022 or 028 
9543 8707. You can read lots more about Bridge of Hope by 
checking us out on Facebook or logging onto our website.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bridgeofhope.org
Website: http://www.thebridgeofhope.org/

F a b L a b  ( D i g i t a l 
Fabrication Laboratory) 
is halfway between 
a laboratory and a 
workshop it’s a place 
where you can make (almost) anything, where both small children 
and inventors can turn an idea into reality. We can make products 
out of wood, acrylic, composite moulds, silicon, cardboard, sheet 
aluminium, plastics, copper foil and vinyl using various technological 
methods. FabLab works with young people, students, community 
and voluntary organisations, arts groups and individuals, schools, 
universities and businesses helping people to develop their creativity, 
skills and life opportunities. For further information contact: 9075 
5412
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FabLabBelfast/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/FabLabBelfast
Website: https://www.fablabbelfast.org/

The Employment & Training Service has 
a 20 year track record of delivering training 
and employability initiatives to unemployed 
people in North Belfast.  Unemployed clients 
get one to one mentoring, access to high 
quality training and help identifying and 
applying for work.  The organisation has developed strong links 
with local community groups, schools and employers and operates 
from over 20 outreach centres across North Belfast to ensure that 
all sections of the community have access. For further information 
contact 9074 2255
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AshtonEmploymentServices
Website: http://www.ashtoncentre.com/services/training-and-
employment/

New Lodge Youth Centre
In 2012 the management of the Youth 
Centre in Upper Meadow Street, locally 

handed over by the Belfast Education 
and Library Board to the Ashton Community Trust (ACT). The 
decision by ACT to take over management was based on 
the need to improve usage by local young people, increase 
programme delivery and maximise the overall potential. 
Some of the services provided include creative thinking skills, 
drama, arts and crafts, issue-based group work, cultural 
awareness, community relations, healthy lifestyles, positive 
behaviour and other programmes. For further information 
contact 9075 1358
F a c e b o o k :  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
NewLodgeYouthCentre
Website:  www.ashtoncentre.com/services/youth-
development/

New Lodge Arts provides an exciting and 
packed programme for young people of all 

arts, visual arts, volunteer development and 
youth leadership. We work with approximately 
2000 children and young people each year. 
Our key aim is to make the Arts accessible 
to all in our communities regardless of age, 
gender or background. For further information 
contact 90742255
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/nlarts?fref=ts
Twitter: https://twitter.com/newlodgearts
Website: http://www.newlodgearts.com/

Ashton Community Trust is an 
award winning regeneration charity 
that has been delivering services in 
North Belfast for over 25 years. It 
employs over 200 people delivering 
a wide range of services. The Trust has a number of 
departments who have an online presence, please visit 
their websites, like their pages on Facebook or follow them 
on Twitter to be kept up to date on activities of Ashton 
Community Trust. Ashton’s service delivery outputs are an 
important element in community and social development in 
North Belfast. In each of our service delivery areas we are 
constantly working to improve and grow the services we 
provide. Below is a brief summary of some of our key services.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ashtoncommunitytrust
Website: http://www.ashtoncentre.com/
Main Ashton contact number: 028 90 74 22 55

K i n d e r k i d s  D a y c a r e 
w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a 
social enterprise by Ashton 
Community Trust in 2000.  
Since then, the daycares have 
expanded in response to demand and now operate three daycare 
centres in North Belfast. Kinderkids provides childcare services 
to over 250 children aged from birth -12 years. Each daycare is 
committed to providing high quality, day care and after schools 
services to children, thereby supporting their development and 
improving parents’ access to education, training, employment and 
support services.
Kinderkids believes that learning begins at birth and has a 
profound effect on lifelong development and adult wellbeing. 
They acknowledge that quality child care promotes healthy child 
development at the same time as it supports families, reduces child 
poverty, advances equality, and deepens social inclusion. For further 
information contact 9074 2255
http://www.ashtoncentre.com/services/childcare-family-
support/

ASHTON ‘serving North Belfast for over 25 years’

The community magazine is produced by Ashton Community Trust with support from Belfast City Council


