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Work commenced on the 21st of November on a new extension 
to the McSweeney Centre in Henry Place which is run by Ashton.  
The extension will be built along the street frontage of Henry Place 
and will be of a similar scale and length as the existing centre. 

The new work will refurbish the existing entrance area to make 
a staffed reception that will allow people to call into the building 
more easily to access support services. The building will also 
include a new Kinder Kids Childcare and After School Centre. This 
will provide places for around 70 children and create twenty new 
childcare jobs. 
 
Construction Phase
Henry Place will remain open throughout the building phase 
which will last around 15 months.  However at times the 
contractors will restrict parking near the site entrance gate which 
is roughly opposite the cemetery gate, this is so that large deliveries 
can be accommodated.  The site is large and we hope that most 
contractors vans etc can be parked inside the site. The contractor 
will endeavour to keep deliveries outside the peak times, for 
example when parents are dropping off children to Kinder Kids.   
It is hoped that construction noise will kept to a minimum since 
the building uses bored piles which are less disruptive to install.
 
Parking
As many residents know, much of the parking on Henry Place 
during the day is by commuters going into the city. Ashton have 
been placing an information notice about the building works 
on cars and this is mainly to inform out of town commuters to 
discourage them from using Henry Place as free parking to access 
the city centre.  In six months time there will be some temporary 
work to the pavements near the building.

Ashton New Build

The new building is being funded by the Social Investment 
Fund (SIF) run by the Executive Office (previously OFMDFM).  
The contract includes social clauses and we will work to ensure 
community benefits in employment and training opportunities.
 
New Jobs and Services
The new centre when complete will improve the setting of Henry 
Place and essentially finish the development of the street. There 
will be new parking to the rear and users will be able to drive 

Ashton New Build
at Henry Place

Continued on Page 3

at Henry Place
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174 Trust - 9074 7114
Ashton Centre - 9074 2255
Bridge of Hope - 9074 6737

Bridges Sewing Group - 9074 2255
Bunscoil Mhic Reachtain - 9032 2409

Camberwell Fold - 9096 0552
Cancer Lifeline 9035 1999

Carrick Hill Community Centre - 9023 1602
Carlisle Day Centre - 9023 1227

Cumann Cultúrtha Mhic Reachtain - 90749 688
Employment Outreach - 9020 2440

Glenravel Local History Project - 9032 2289
Holy Family Primary School - 9035 1023
Holy Family Youth Centre - 9087 5150
Indian Community Centre - 9024 9746

Kinder Kids Day Care - 9074 2255
McSweeney Centre - 9032 2289

New Lodge Safer Streets - 07564 938276
Newington Credit Union - 9035 1773

New Lodge Arts - 9074 2255
New Lodge Youth Centre - 9075 1358

New Lodge Housing Forum - 9074 2399
North Belfast Family Centre - 9024 7580

North Belfast Social Enterprise HUB - 95 609 521
North Queen St. Community Centre - 9032 3945

Smile SureStart - 9075 6654
St. Patrick’s Primary School - 028 9035 1206

Star Neighbourhood Centre - 9074 0693 
Tar Isteach - 90746665 / 90754967

Community Contact Numbers

DISCLAIMER: Reasonable care is taken to ensure that 
the articles in the CEP Magazine are up-to-date and as 
accurate as possible, as of the time of publication, but no 
responsibility can be taken by Ashton Community Trust for 
any errors or omissions contained herein. Furthermore, 
responsibility for any losses, damages or distress resulting 
from adherence to any information made available through 
this magazine is not the responsibility of the Ashton 
Community Trust. The opinions expressed are those of 

Ashton Community Trust.

BRIDGES SEWING 
Mon - Fri 1.00pm - 3.00pm

Ashton Centre
5 Churchill Street
Belfast, BT15 2BP

Tel: 90742255

Curtain Making, Formal Dresses, 
Alterations Etc.
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through the existing centre parking and reconnect to a new exit, 
thus reducing the congestion at the corner and current turning 
area.  There will also be a new ground floor shop front unit and it is 
anticipated the Bridge of Hope project will return along with other 
community services and uses.  It is hoped that the new centre 
and landscaped area at the end will make the street safer to use, 
brighter and more reassuring to walk along, especially at night. 
Paul Roberts Ashton CEO said, “This new development marks a 
further progression in our ongoing efforts to regenerate the area.  
When complete the new building will create new jobs and house a 
number of important projects that will increase the level of service 
provision for local communities”.
 
Public Information
On Thursday night 17th of November there was a public information meeting in the McSweeney Centre, to answer questions from 
residents.   Ashton will host another similar meeting in the near future to provide people with a further opportunity to view and talk 
through the plans.   If you have any queries or concerns please contact Louise Hunter at the main Ashton Centre 02890 74 22 55.

Ashton Community Bursaries

The seventh Annual Ashton Community Bursary Awards took 
place on Thursday 24th of November 2016 at the McSweeney 
Centre in Henry Place.  The Awards provide assistance to local 
volunteer based community projects that have extremely 

years Ashton Community Trust has granted over 90 Community 
Bursaries to a range of community groups from the Greater 
New Lodge. So far this has amounted to around £40,000.   

where they were presented with cheques.  John Fleming is a 

the Ashton Community Trust organises the Bursary Awards in 

spirit, build capacity and bring out the best in people.  The various 
community volunteers that work in the New Lodge contain 

life experiences.  However they have one thing in common they 

assistance”.

Continued from Page 1

Waste ground where the new centre will be built

Ashton New Build
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people experiencing alcohol and drug issues took place on Friday 

spearheaded by groups working in the North Belfast area and 

tackling these issues is vital.  This event is warmly welcomed 
and highlights again how valued and important this work is in 

misuse is a complex issue that requires a coordinated approach.  
Across the region there are a number of PHA funded services in 

range of professionals involved in drug and alcohol services to 
gain a greater understanding of the issues in North Belfast and 
how we can work together to improve the lives of everyone in 
the community.”

area.

poverty, unemployment and poor mental health and it is fair 
to say that all of these factors are playing a part in the demand 
being placed on current drug and alcohol services. 

come together to showcase programmes, services and referral 
pathways that work to support young people, adults and families 

on 0808 808 8000.The helpline is available 24 hours a day, seven 

lifelinehelpline.info 

North Belfast Drugs and Alcohol Issues Workshop

summer, kids from Harbourview Apartments in Belfast are now 

for the kids here to showcase their interests and talents as well 
as expressing their views about living in Sailortown. The making 
of the video will give the kids an opportunity to get hands on 

story board, sound recording, and working the camera. 
At the end of the 12 week project the kids from Harbourview 
will have created a movie that they can then present to their 
parents, friends and school teachers at their very own movie 
screening. 
Clanmil is working in partnership with New Lodge Arts and New 

Lights, Camera, Action – Harbourview Film Project
Sailortown Film Makers
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be builders and providers of social housing, this would now be 

now Helm) or smaller like Habinteg. Unfortunately one thing 

Network to discuss wider problems, N.B.H.C.N sends reps to the 
regional Housing Community Network which covers Belfast and 

Central Community Network covering all of the North. This is 

issues can be passed up and then reported back down through 

becoming prominent as social providers.

while shirking the responsibility that goes with it. A typical H.A. 

£8.79. The service charge covers maintenance and costs of 

behaviour but this is unacceptable, if you refuse to do the work 
stop taking the money. 

tackled together and here in Greater New Lodge we have 

real input and problems are repeatedly unsolved. This does not 
need to be the case, to understand the problems in a community 
you need to be part of that community and work together, not 
only to overcome them but to recognise them in advance.

This is not fantasy and is indeed already happening, we in this 

as an example of what a H.A should be. Newington are partners 
and altogether a part of this community, we do not need to invite 
Newington to anything that is going on they will insist on being 
part of it. Here are some of the groups striving to improve the 

cross community partnerships. 

would make sense that if there are more than one social provider 
in an area they should be talking to one another, we believe all 

become an integral and willing part of it working together for the 

Chairperson New Lodge Housing Forum

Open Letter To Housing Associations

St Patricks Football Club has been delivering a Community Pharmacy programme 
in partnership with local pharmacist Paul Linden.  This is being achieved through 

young people.

The programme looks at drugs, alcohol and mental health working alongside 

Community Pharmacy Programme
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people how to plan and deliver a youth work session. The main 

end of the process the young people are equipped and capable of 
delivering their own youth work session to their peers. All young 
leaders successfully delivered their sessions to their peers and 
course tutors, on behalf of New Lodge Arts we would like to say 

New Lodge Arts Young Leaders Achieve their OCN

2017 is literally around the corner and 

McSweeney Centre in Henry Place. 

Understanding Stress for Personal 
Growth 7 January 2017 @ 
McSweeney Centre
Take 5 Resilience                                                                                     
9 January 2017 @McSweeney Centre
Take 5 Resilience                                                                                              

Centre
                       

27 February 2017 @ McSweeney 
Centre

with stress and adversity is important 

gain new life skills. At Bridge of Hope 

the body and mind as a whole and aim 
to provide and equip you with tools to 

Bridge of Hope training programme 

the McSweeney Centre and book your 

on mary.stanton@ashtoncentre.com. 

Bridge Of Hope
New Year! New You!
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As part of his recent visit to Belfast the President 
of Colombia Juan Manuel Santos came to see 
the new Girdwood Community Hub.  President 
Santos, who was awarded the Nobel Peace 

been killed and some three million people 

in Colombia.

from the neighbourhoods surrounding 
Girdwood during his visit.   Amongst those 

Colombian President Visits Girdwood

Community reps with Colombian President - second from right
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children and young people from North Belfast with challenging 

details can be found below.  Places are limited and referral 
is through the Lower North Belfast and Upper North Belfast 
Family Support Hubs. Contact details for the Family Support 
Hubs can be found below.

school)

Upper North Belfast Family Support Hub

Lower North Belfast Family Support Hub

Ashton Community Trust
Tel: (028) 90 749986

The Lower North Belfast Family Support Hub has now been 

to strength with the amount of referrals from schools, GPS, 

every month. The Family Support Hub provides early 

deliver services to children and young people from the age of 

Belfast Family Support Hub has more than 50 community, 
voluntary and statutory partners that provide a wide range of 
services to families based on individual need. 

it is dealing with the challenging behaviour of children/ 

best it can be. 

The audience was told that over the next two years everyone in 

it will be phased in.   

Speak to an Advisor

emphasise enough that all claimants should make sure to 

Support for Young People with Challenging 
Behaviour and/ or Social or Communication Needs

Lower North Belfast Family Support Hub

Tar Isteach Holds Public 
Information Session DLA to PIP

You are cordially invited to the

Annual General Meeting

Of Star Neighbourhood Centre

Friday 16th December 2016 1.00pm

Christine McKeown Chair & Edith McManus Coordintator

Agnes Fraser addresses audience
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The last three months have undoubtedly been some of the most 

success of individual clients that we see the most important work 
of our department which is why we have focused on one client 

Lemis+ 
Lemis+ Project:  Lemis+ prides itself on helping clients most in 
need but they are aware that there are clients that they have not 

into this category are enormous and they are highest in deprived 

Many of these people are not able to work due to the seriousness 

could work if they had the right help and support.

This is where our new wellbeing for work service comes in.  The 
service is specially designed to support people who have had 

have many barriers to overcome but with the right approach we 
know that we can get them back on the road to employment.”

The service is being rolled out across the city with a team of 
seven coaches being placed with the Lemis+ partners in North, 

establishing outreach centres which are likely to be embedded 

turn understand how engagement with our service can actually 

a route back into employment.

The service itself will be based on a life mapping approach which 

get to and then will help them plan out how they get from one 

are likely to be major barriers to the client progressing as is their 

on their journey throughout and they will be best placed to help 

the project on their work so far.  They also handed out awards 
to four clients of the year and employer of the year.  At the 

Hall a jobs Fair was being organised in a marquee outside in the 

for over 1000 jobs were present and over the whole of the day 
100s of Lemis+ clients and members of the public came in to get 

Core 
The Core project has busy helping young people in North 

individual stories that we really see the value in the work so in 

project.  Flax Foyer provides housing support to young people 
in need and Core has been working with them for a number of 

recorded a song that got over three and a half thousand views 

Training and Employment

Wellbeing for Work Service Team
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coach and contacts in the music industry and Cara hopes to 

her sing but she has gone from strength to strength from that.  

The Core Project at Ashton Community Trust is based at 20 

services across a range of training, with 1:1 mentoring support 

Community Family Support Programme

employability.  There are currently 22 families on the programme 

support them to create a stable environment in the home so that 
they can  start to address their training and employability needs.  

burns@ashtoncentre.com.

employability programme for young people (contact Tracy 9074 

Upcoming Training Courses
Course Start Date No of weeks Contact
Level 1 Retail and Customer 
Service

17th January 2017

CSR card 22nd January 2017 1 day
Level 1 Nails and Beauty 6th February 2017

20th February 2017 4 days

Hospitality

Level 1 First Aid 1 day
1st March 2017

Childcare Level 1 20th January 2017
for 8 weeks

11th January 2017
for 6 weeks

Hospitality Level 1 19th January 2017
for 9 weeks

Classes (non accredited)
Running every Monday 
morning
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lantern making workshops began in September and we had 

Community Pride
The North Belfast Lantern Parade is part of the North Belfast 

Community Pride Programme which is funded through 

Community Trust.  This programme is delivered by New Lodge 
Arts and supported by a steering group of various North Belfast 

to Alexandra Park.  There were approximately 700 children and 
adults taking part in this fabulous carnival along with performers 

visual arts.   The night would not have been  complete without 

schools and community groups that took part in our outreach 

Survey Results!
 Here are some of the survey results that have been taken to 
measure the impact of the project.

Alexandra Park 

Park 

background

background

Quotes 

NORTH BELFAST LANTERN FESTIVAL
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Auditions for our fifth North Belfast Christmas Panto 
took place the week commencing 24th October 2016.  
Auditions were held in North Belfast venues to a total 
of 48 participants. Cecilia Heron Good Relations Arts 
Worker for New Lodge Arts said.  “The talent was 
extremely high and after much consideration the artistic 
team have decided on 29 young people to take part. We 
are extremely excited about the Christmas Panto this year.  
Our young people have been working very hard with a 
fantastic artistic team to bring you a panto that is fit to be 
performed in the Grand Opera House.  I am very proud 
of each young person for fully committing to this project.”

Rehearsals take place each weekend in Hammer Youth 
Club and New Lodge Youth Centre.  There will be two 
showcases of our Christmas Panto Beauty and the Beast in 
Girdwood Community Hub on Tuesday 6th & Wednesday 
7th December at 7pm.  Tickets cost £3 each and are 
available from New Lodge Arts office.  Entry is by ticket 
only and all children must be accompanied by an adult.   

Tickets Available From 

Ashton Centre Price £3

NORTH BELFAST CHRISTMAS PANTO
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Project every Tuesday evening and recently on a 

years old who have a learning disability, physical 

with their able bodied peers.

have no idea of what it is like to meet a disabled 
child or teenager and mix socially with them.  Having spent 

group gain an insight into what it is like to be disabled in 
Belfast.

their apprehension and overcome their fears they soon 
see the young person and not the disabled person.  This 
is a great breakthrough for everybody involved in this new 
project.

who are not disabled and quickly form friendship with the 

children and young people for 14 years it is great to see 
barriers being broken down and see our kids and the youth 

6. By running projects like these with the New Lodge 

our young disabled people face in society.
7. As a charity, our resources are severely limited in 

among my young people who thoroughly enjoyed the new 
experiences.

organised a formal for my young people.  The young people 

etc.,  My young people were super excited about this and 

in the two projects had a wonderful night.  A formal is 
something my young people would not normally get to do 
so this was very special for them and their families.
9. Real friendships are formed.  The young people 

personally feel these types of projects should be rolled 

people, reduce disability hate crime and encourage a more 
tolerant society.
10. The 174 Trust disability project could not operate 

evening.

The 174 Trust Disability Project
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To launch the opening of new homes at the former North 

September.  The event which was held in partnership with 
community groups from Greater New Lodge Community 

the new residents, providing them with tenancy and service 

might have.  The event also provided the opportunity to 

day for the children of the new residents from Belfast City 
Council and New Lodge Arts.

New Homes on Old RUC Barracks Site

leave items out on the street or alleyway.  Help keep our area clean!

Yes
Furniture (must be dry and covered)

Carpet (must be dry and covered)

cookers

half)

No
Bagged household waste
Builders rubble, plaster board, bricks or soil
Tyres and car parts
Cardboard and packaging

Garden waste or garden furniture
Bathroom suites, kitchen units, radiators, doors 
and sheds

The list is not exhaustive and advice on 
other items can be obtained from our 
staff when you book a collection with us.

Please note, we do not collect waste 
which is a result of work carried out 
in your home, such as bathroom 
suites, kitchens or fireplaces. Please 
arrange with your building contractor 
to remove these items or alternatively 
organise removal by an authorised waste 
collection company or hire a skip. 

Booking a bulky waste collection Call us 
on 028 9027 0230 and we’ll check to see 
if we can pick up your item.  

Stop Dumping!

Bulky Waste Collection
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people from across North Belfast

people from across North Belfast

Cross Community Carol Service, with pupils from Holy 

is a free family event.  Come along and see Santa and his 

much more.

then up for food and mini disco at Holy Family

Limited places
Contact Joanne Smyth @ New Lodge Arts 

North Belfast Winter Fest
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Write Club

Volunteers Needed!
Do you like stories? Do you want to work with children and 
young people? Do you want to learn new skills and meet new 

We run free workshops for school and youth groups, during 

 

www.youngatart.co.uk/volunteers

with reading before. No advance 

short story and poem is read aloud 
to the group. 

sessions take place every 

Duncairn Centre for Culture 

Shared Reading to your group?

Shared Reading and Writing at Duncairn Culture and Arts

Calling all New Lodge Residents!
Do you have the Essential Skills for everyday 

life and work?
English + Maths + ICT = Essential Skills

New English and Maths courses are starting in 
September in your area. Computers (ICT) are 

used in English and Maths classes.

Courses are LOCAL + FREE

+ phone Hilary on 90322289 
+ email hilary.adair@ashtoncentre.com 
+ call in person at the Ashton Centre

Essential Skills
Training & Employment Services

Ashton Centre
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facebook.com/ashtoncommunitytrust

Like Us On 
Facebook

Ashton Community Trust has a Like 
Page on Facebook, where we will post 
information on a regular basis about all 
of the Trust’s services, please like the 
page to be kept updated.
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year 12 work experience. These students, who 
stayed with us for a week got to see hands on and 

the shared youth space from a drab room into a 
vibrant and colourful place where they could undertake their 

certainly some interior designers of the future in there.

that more are planned for the new year, so watch this space for 

As part of the Girdwood programme Fablab ran a Halloween 

excellent work produced and the quality of teaching was superb. 

were there for three days building and providing training to the 

was able to take virtual control of the machine from Belfast and 

Along with the usual Thursday and Friday users,  Steve and 
Bronagh delivered a careers day event in Girls Model to over 120 

Agreement Trials, to highlight how digital technology can be 

award and in the new year her piece will be exhibited in the 
Ulster Museum. 

FabLab Update

facebook.com/ashton.centre

Like Us On 
Facebook

Ashton Centre are now on Facebook, you 
can send us a friend request to keep up 
to date on all our services, we have also 
created a Like Page, where we will also 
post information on a regular basis about 
all of the Trust’s services, please send 
friend request or like our page to be kept 
updated. Thank you

facebook.com/ashtoncommunitytrust
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years from across North Belfast. The programme will 
take place on Thursdays from 4.00pm to 6.00pm 

through the Lower North Belfast and Upper North 
Belfast Family Support Hubs. Contact details for the 
Family Support Hubs can be found below.

Lower North Belfast Family Support Hub

Ashton Community Trust
Tel: (028) 90 749986

Upper North Belfast Family Support Hub

Young Women’s Personal 
Development Programme

Greater New Lodge
Safer Streets Committee
If you are the victim or the witness of crime, drug dealing 
or anti social behaviour you can contact the number 
below. If no one is there to answer always leave a 
message on the voice mail.
Remember If You Don’t Report 
Then We Can’t Help You. Do 
Not Suffer In Silence
Greater New Lodge Safer 
Streets Committee - 0756 
493 8276
Another community number 
you can ring is, Community 
Restorative Justice Ireland 
(CRJI) - 028 90 753043
If possible provide the following details;

Your name and contact number (If you feel 
comfortable doing so)
The nature and location of the offence
The date and time of the offence
The name/details of the offender (If known)



 Greater New Lodge Community MagazineDecember 2016

Page 21Produced by Ashton Community Trust twitter.com/ashtoncommtrust

Almost every household in Belfast is able to recycle their food 
waste. Research by WRAP (Waste and Resources Action 
Programme) shows that the average family throws away £680 
worth of food each year which equates to around £13 per week. In 
Belfast we unnecessarily spend around £750,000 a year by putting 
food waste in general waste bins! 

A lot of this waste can be avoided by buying less (smaller 
shops more often), planning meals in advance and checking if 
supermarket “buy one get one free” offers are really good value 
for you and your household. These are all very good ways of 
reducing costs and the amount of food wasted. For more tips on 
reducing food waste along with recipe suggestions visit www.
lovefoodhatewaste.com for more information.

There will always be some food waste in every home from the 
likes of teabags, bones, eggshells, vegetable peelings and spoiled 
food. It is what we do with this food waste which is important! 
Throwing food waste into your general waste means it goes to 
landfill which causes smells and greenhouse gas emissions which 
are linked to climate change. Belfast City Council has a “closed 
lid” policy for general waste bins, by recycling all of your waste 
helps to avoid overfilled bins which are not collected.

Every household in your area has access to a food waste collection 
either via your brown bin or green food waste bin, depending on 
where you live. By recycling your food waste, you are reducing 
the amount of rubbish in your general waste bin and helping 
Belfast to reach its’ recycling target of 50% by 2020. Every lorry 
of compostable waste is around £500 cheaper to recycle than 
sending it to landfill.

Recycling food waste also supports local jobs and the economy. 
The city’s food waste is currently sent to a processing facility on 
the outskirts of Belfast. Here the material is mixed and shredded 
before being processed in an ‘in vessel’ composting system which 
produces high quality compost within a period of weeks. The 
compost is then used around Northern Ireland in our parks and 
gardens. Alternatively food waste can be “anaerobically digested” 

which turns it into electricity, heat or biofuels with the by-product 
being used as a natural fertiliser.

Recycling food waste is easy to do; it is good for the environment 
and it creates and supports local jobs. If you do not have a kitchen 
caddy you can order them for free by calling the Recycling 
Helpline on 0800 032 8100 or log onto www.belfastcity.gov.uk/
bins and order online. You can also order new or replacement 
recycling boxes or bins depending on where you live in Belfast. 

When your kitchen caddy bag is full, tie the top and place it in 
your compost or food waste bin.
A lot of homes don’t think they have any food waste. This is not 
true, food waste is produced in every home in the city. If every 
home in Belfast uses 4 teabags per day that means we create 
around 1131 tonnes of teabag waste per year. Recycling teabags 
alone would save the city around £50,000 each year as opposed to 
putting it in your black bin!

When you recycle your food waste it can be used in a variety of 
ways. Putting food waste in the black bin, on the other hand, is 
bad for our environment and costs a lot more. Have a think the 
next time you make a cuppa. The teabag you throw away could be 
used to grow potatoes if you recycle it!

Web: www.newingtoncreditunion.co.uk

Food Waste: What to do with it?

OldPark
Tel: (028) 
90756969

Greencastle
Tel: (028)
90775627

Loughside
Tel: (028)
90749432
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community, bringing us a convenient, sustainable transport link 
to the city centre and beyond. 

Belfast City Council is keen to ensure that the bike share is 
integrated into the local community and is working with other 

happen to come across this: 

been returned, but always pull the bike back, just to make sure 

To sign up for Belfast Bikes, go to www.belfastbikes.co.uk or 

terminal or by downloading the Nextbike app.

Visit our Facebook page:

Business Clinic’s

Ashton Community Trust

“This project is funded by the Northern Ireland 
Executive’s  Delivering Social Change fund.”

Belfast Bikes Comes to North Belfast
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doubts over funding, the project has eventually been given the 

Commuter and Business Needs

However whilst the media has mainly focussed on the transport 
and commercial aspects of the project they have paid less 

scheme includes road widening and associated works that could 

a result people living close to the proposed works have been 

urban designer who has been providing advice and assistance to 
local residents. 

also recognised the need for stronger local engagement and 

motorway works. 

working closely with local residents on this issue said, 

York Street Interchange Given Go Ahead

Local committee view plans



Bridge of Hope is a community based health 
and emotional wellbeing service that works 
with individuals, families and communities 

complementary therapies, life coaching, 
psychological therapies including trauma 
counselling, personal and professional 

as well as accredited VTCT training. We take 
a person centred approach to all of the work we do. You can easily 
access support by self-referring or by asking your GP or health 
care worker to refer you into us. Our local clinics operate from the 
Ashton Centre and McSweeney Centre. We also deliver services 
in outreach locations right across the city of Belfast. 
If you would like to take steps to better health and wellbeing please 
phone and talk to the team on: 028 9022 1022 or 028 9543 8707. 
You can read lots more about Bridge of Hope by checking us out 
on Facebook or logging onto our website.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bridgeofhope.org
Website: http://www.thebridgeofhope.org/

F a b L a b  ( D i g i t a l 
Fabrication Laboratory) 
is halfway between 
a laboratory and a 
workshop it’s a place 
where you can make (almost) anything, where both small children 
and inventors can turn an idea into reality. We can make products 
out of wood, acrylic, composite moulds, silicon, cardboard, sheet 
aluminium, plastics, copper foil and vinyl using various technological 
methods. FabLab works with young people, students, community 
and voluntary organisations, arts groups and individuals, schools, 
universities and businesses helping people to develop their creativity, 
skills and life opportunities. For further information contact: 9075 
5412
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/fablab.nervecentre
Twitter: https://twitter.com/FabLabNI
Website: http://www.fablabni.com/

The Employment & Training Service has 
a 20 year track record of delivering training 
and employability initiatives to unemployed 
people in North Belfast.  Unemployed clients 
get one to one mentoring, access to high 
quality training and help identifying and 
applying for work.  The organisation has developed strong links 
with local community groups, schools and employers and operates 
from over 20 outreach centres across North Belfast to ensure that 
all sections of the community have access. For further information 
contact 9074 2255
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AshtonEmploymentServices
Website: http://www.ashtoncentre.com/employment&training.phpNew Lodge Youth Centre

In 2012 the management of the Youth Centre 
in Upper Meadow Street, locally known as 

by the Belfast Education and Library Board 
to the Ashton Community Trust (ACT). The 
decision by ACT to take over management was based on the need to 
improve usage by local young people, increase programme delivery 
and maximise the overall potential. Some of the services provided 
include creative thinking skills, drama, arts and crafts, issue-based 
group work, cultural awareness, community relations, healthy 
lifestyles, positive behaviour and the’ Mind Your Mate’ and ‘Amazing 
Buddies’ programmes. For further information contact 9075 1358
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NewLodgeYouthCentre
Website: http://www.ashtoncentre.com/youthcentre.php

New Lodge Arts provides an exciting and 
packed programme for young people of all 

arts, visual arts, volunteer development and 
youth leadership. We work with approximately 
2000 children and young people each year. 
Our key aim is to make the Arts accessible 
to all in our communities regardless of age, 
gender or background. For further information 
contact 90742255
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/nlarts?fref=ts
Twitter: https://twitter.com/newlodgearts
Website: http://www.newlodgearts.com/

Ashton Community Trust is an award 
winning regeneration charity that has been 
delivering services in North Belfast for 
over 25 years. It employs over 160 people 
delivering a wide range of services. The 
Trust has a number of departments who 
have an online presence, please visit their 
websites, like their pages on Facebook or follow them on Twitter to 
be kept up to date on activities of Ashton Community Trust. Ashton’s 
service delivery outputs are an important element in community and 
social development in North Belfast. In each of our service delivery 
areas we are constantly working to improve and grow the services 
we provide. Below is a brief summary of some of our key services.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ashtoncommunitytrust
Website: http://www.ashtoncentre.com/
Main Ashton contact number: 028 90 74 22 55

Kinderkids Daycare  was 
es tab l i shed  as  a  soc ia l 
e n t e r p r i s e  b y  A s h t o n 
Community Trust in 2000.  
Since then, the daycares have 
expanded in response to demand and now operate three daycare 
centres in North Belfast. Kinderkids provides childcare services 
to over 250 children aged from birth -12 years. Each daycare is 
committed to providing high quality, day care and after schools 
services to children, thereby supporting their development and 
improving parents’ access to education, training, employment and 
support services.
Kinderkids believes that learning begins at birth and has a 
profound effect on lifelong development and adult wellbeing. 
They acknowledge that quality child care promotes healthy child 
development at the same time as it supports families, reduces child 
poverty, advances equality, and deepens social inclusion. For further 
information contact 9074 2255
Website: http://www.ashtoncentre.com/kinderkids.php

North Belfast Social Enterprise Hub is a 
pilot signature project of the Northern Ireland 
Executive through their Delivering Social Change 
Fund.
This project is based at the McSweeney Centre, 
Henry Place, opening Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm.
Within the Hub we are offering facilities such as hot desking, 
information library, conference/training facilities and market research. 
The Hub activity will range from best practice visits, ideas generation, 
business clinics, peer to peer matching, mentoring support to help 
produce business planning, marketing, legal structures and training 

are tailored to your needs.
The Hub is a great opportunity for the community sector to 

economic growth and provide a clear insight for government into 

sector going forward.
If you wish to contact us please call 95609521 or 95609522 or email 
nbsehub@ashtoncentre.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NorthBelfastSEHUB
Twitter: https://twitter.com/NBSEH
Website: http://www.ashtoncentre.com/hub.php

ASHTON ‘serving North Belfast for over 25 years’

The community magazine is produced by Ashton Community Trust with support from Belfast City Council


