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New Lodge Youth Centre
Going From Strength to Strength

In 2012 the management of New Lodge Youth Centre in Upper 

has continued to grow from strength to strength.  The Youth Centre 

Leadership and Management 

See full story in Centre pages.

Inside Highlights

Coordinator

Page 10 New Culture Arts Centre 174 Trust
Page 12 & 13 New Lodge Youth Centre
Page 14 Girdwood Plans

Page 16 & 17 Tar Isteach Project
Page 18 Lighthouse

Page 22 Bridge of Hope
Page 23 Newington Credit Union

Paul Roberts (Chief Executive Ashton Community Trust) , Katrina Newell (Youth Centre Manager)with staff, 
volunteers and young people at the New Lodge Youth Centre
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174 Trust - 9074 7114
Ashton Centre - 9074 2255
Bridge of Hope - 9074 6737

Bridges Sewing Group - 9074 2255

Cancer Lifeline 9035 1999

Newington Credit Union - 9035 1773
New Lodge Arts - 9074 2255

New Lodge Youth Centre - 9075 1358

Smile SureStart - 9075 6654

Tar Isteach - 90746665 / 90754967

The main outcome of the programme is to train each 

New Lodge Arts is a project of the Ashton Community 
Trust.

Arts Management 
Training Programme

Belfast Community Acupuncture 
at Newington Credit Union
Affordable  Acupuncture is now on your doorstep. 
Belfast Community Acupuncture have opened an 
Acupuncture Clinic at Newington Credit Union. The 
clinic runs from 2.30pm to 7.30pm on Mondays.

For further information or an appointment call Mary 
on 07505371535, or visit our website
www.belfastcommunityacupuncture.com

Training Session New Lodge Arts

Saturday and Sunday 10.00 am – 4.00pm 

Telephone and Face to Face Support 
07516187447

Weekend Suicide Intervention Service 
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What support will families receive?

within families, childcare, role models and caring 

school

Stress management 

Housing issues 

opportunities.

Community Family Support Programme (CFSP)

This Learning Component helps address issues that families 

speaking and listening etc. 

How can a family participate on the programme?

If you are interested in taking part in this programme or 

Jeanette Burns on 028 90 742255

5 Churchill Street, Belfast, BT15 2BP

Family First - Community Family Support Programme

Ashton Family Support
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communities in the whole of Inner North Belfast.  Gerard will 

Children and Young People    

organisations. 

Neighbourhood Renewal and Local 
Government Reform

Inner North
Ligoniel 

New Neighbourhood Renewal 
Coordinator for Inner North Belfast

engage with local communities.  A major feature of this 

addressed.

amount of food was donated.   Christine McKeown Head of 

Ashton Food Donation Drive

Christine McKeown, Paul Roberts and Paul O’Neill with  
some of the food collected

Gerard Rosato
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Belfast Mayor Mairtin O’Muilleoir visits 
the Ashton Fab Lab

piece on his NewBelfast.Com  Blog

Drop In Days at the Fab Lab
Fridays and Saturdays are Drop In days @ Fablab Belfast!

Mayors Blog

For some time, I have thought that the word ‘disadvantaged’ 
when applied to entire communities across Belfast 
doesn’t adequately capture the verve, spirit and genius 
of the people I encounter at the coalface of change in 
our working class neighbourhoods.

But it wasn’t until I visited the magnificent Cedar 
Foundation, a can-do charity working with those with 
physical disabilities, that I found out that smarter people 
than me had already recognised that issue — and come 
up with the solution. Indeed, at Cedar, which held its 
annual fundraiser in the Ramada Hotel last night, their 
mission is to focus on the ‘ability’ in ‘disability’.
And you only have to be in the same room as Cedar 
ambassadors Jean Daly, the Antrim Rose of Tralee, and 
her tennis ace partner Stafford Lynn to understand that 

“it’s not about the wheelchair, stupid!” I am in their debt 
for bringing me to that understanding. 

Similarly, you can’t capture the genius of the people 
of the New Lodge in North Belfast — who survived the 
worst of our years of darkness — by branding them 
as disadvantaged. Indeed, this week, I witnessed the 
advantage in this ebullient community when I visited 
the Fab Lab, a hub of tech education, innovation 
and creativity linked to the original Fab Lab in the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, probably the 
world’s greatest centre of tech innovation.

There isn’t a leading tech company or science department 
in any university in Ireland which wouldn’t give it’s eye-
tooth for this Fab Lab but here it is ensconced in the 
heart of a working class community. And that’s not the 
only advantage this proud community has because 
the Fab Lab itself is hosted by the Ashton Centre, a 

local people who bought founders share in the enterprise 
back in 1988.

Today the Ashton Centre, across six buildings in North 
Belfast, is among the greatest community enterprises 

in Europe. Advantage New Lodge, methinks. The icing 
on the cake for me was that the pupils of South Belfast 
Gaelscoil Scoil an Droichid were being shown how 
to use the 3-D printers when I called in to present a 

young children ‘test-driving’ revolutionary technology 
tells you all you need to know about this city on the rise.

Mayor Mairtin O’Muilleoir Presents Commendation 
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mix of people from the Belfast of the 
18th and 19th centuries.   It is here 

medical and science professions, the 

contains the remains of 7,000 people, 

Ashton Centre was named after one 

The Reverend William Steele Dickson 

a commander of the United Irishmen 

in Belfast Lough and later transferred 

from his congregation and retired to 

1824.
Dr. William Drennan
poet, educationalist and political radical.  

need for Catholic emancipation and 

introduced the seminal idea of uniting 

against smallpox, and of hand washing 

died in 1820.

Henry Joy McCracken 

Ann McCracken

Clifton Street Cemetery

of the United Irish organisation.  She 

reform including workers rights and 

champion of the poor and to the 

1866 at the age of 96.

House, Cornmarket Belfast.  He was 

Friends of Clifton St. Cemetery

months he has helped set up a new 

Champion of the Oppressed 
Mary Ann McCracken

The Society of United Irishmen
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The Greater New Lodge Safer Streets Committee meets 

Safer Streets Committee are aware of a serious upsurge in 

PSNI Update To Community February 2014

concerns in the area to police or the Safer Streets Committee 

to catch and deter offenders.

continuing to make the area safer for all residents 

Greater New Lodge Safer 
Streets Committee

of crime, drug dealing or anti 

Not Suffer In Silence

G r e a t e r  N e w  L o d g e Safer Streets 
Committee - 0756 493 8276
Another community number you can ring is, 
Community Restorative Justice Ireland (CRJI) - 028 
90 753043

The nature and location of the offence
The date and time of the offence
The name/details of the offender (If known)

Greater New Lodge
Safer Streets Committee

Big Increase In Burglaries
Be on your guard!
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the ages of 16 and 24 can experience different career 
options during a 12 week period. Taster sessions are 

What will I get?

Mentor Support

Childcare expenses paid

How many weeks does Threshold run for?

How many days per week will I have to work?

10am to 3pm.

028 90 742255

What is the Threshold 
Programme?

Auditions for the second North Belfast Christmas Panto 

to rehearsals. Two performances were held to a sellout 

there is a real need to continue with projects like this.  I am 

NORTH BELFAST
CHRISTMAS PANTO
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Why do people need emergency food?

costs of heating during winter are just some of the reasons 

What’s in a Food Box?

The Storehouse Project

Community Contact Details for Greater New Lodge

Phone 028 90 742255

746664 (5)

The Storehouse Project is at 17 Castle Arcade. This is the 
street at the side of British Home Stores in Belfast which can 

Things Storehouse Does Not Do

INFORMATION ON FOOD BANKS/FOOD PARCELS

income

Ireland due to its special context as one of the UK’s most 

increasing tax on the wealthiest, and also cracking down 

Oxfam say Austerity Creating 
‘More Unequal Society’

Food Banks



Greater New Lodge Community Empowerment Partnership

Page 10

March 2014

Compiled & Supported by Ashton Community Trust

and dislocation on those from Gaelic speaking communities.

Irish Language Seminar 
at 174 Trust

& Arts. www.theduncairn.com 

with the arts. 

planning a conference, concert, 

hand at arts, crafts or learning 

contact 174 Trust. 

Tel: 028 90 747114 
e-mail: reception@174trust.org

World Class Cultural Arts 
Centre for North Belfast

174 Trust Transformed
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email us:

conor.hamilton@ashtoncentre.com

Calling All Employers
Ashton Community Trust

and crafts, cookie decorating, music, face painting and lots 

to arrange collection.

EVENTS FOR ALL GROTTO
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In March 2012 the management of the New Lodge Youth 

the Youth Centre has grown from strength to strength.  This 

of a recent 

standards 

, “In 

The report also stated that projects were well organised and 

their needs and issues.  

Katrina Newell is the manager of the New Lodge Youth 
Centre and she said, 

New Lodge Youth Centre Highly Praised

Day 5 – 7 
years

8 – 11 years Secondary 
School

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

New Lodge Youth Centre Opening Hours:
Term Time Evening and Weekend Opening Times:
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Belfast Council Update on Girdwood

social housing units 

regeneration/girdwood

project

REGENERATION OF GIRDWOOD PARK SITE

and we suggest this is what people 

rented accommodation and are 

no longer own those houses in the 
affected area and residents should 

their compensation and their tenants 

weeks and that former homeowners 

should call at the New Lodge Housing 

Liam Wiggins
Secretary 
Upper Long Streets Residents 
Association

Upper Long Streets 
Residents Association
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the Ashton Centre

Appeals Commissioner and the car 
park now looks set to go ahead.  

had opposed the car park on the 

massing impacts of the proposed 

the needs and concerns of people 

The general effect of this was to 
segregate, isolate and cut off certain 

into the peace process this same 
pattern of spatial segregation and 

Social Housing 
Site Lost as UU 
Win Frederick St 
Car Park Appeal

training course for intercultural work.  
The Programme, which ran until 6th 

Centre. Youth workers from 10 different 
countries dealing with intercultural 
challenges shared their experiences 
and explored intercultural practices 

communities.  Countries included 

taken on a walking tour of the New 
Lodge area.  A local historian acted 

political, social, economic and cultural 

workers on a tour of their area.

Connecting Cultures
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exclusion and isolation. 

 

piece-meal, stop-start and short term. 

introduction of the Taxi Licencing Act (Leinster House 2013) 
which discriminates against political former prisoners..

Tar Isteach Republican
Ex-Prisoner Support Project

The working class communities that suffered most during 

As we approach new elections we 
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At present Pearses GAC manage an astounding amount 

organise exercise and skill training sessions throughout the 

sports that get funded to a greater extent.  In recognition of 

The mentors and management committee of Pearses GAC 
welcome all those who wish to participate.   Along with the 

Tar Isteach and Pearse’s GAC Healthy Living Project

Door Supervision

NI checks

Fork Lift Handling 

Driving Lessons 

For further information or to book a place contact 

Tar Isteach Training

Pearses GAC for working in cooperation with our project.  

culture and sport.

Tar Isteach Management Committee
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“save lives, offer advice and support 
those affected by suicide and self-harm.”

suicide and mental health issues through education and 

Our Vision

SERVICES 
Crisis Interventions 

Counselling 

and explore their thoughts and feelings 

Family Support Services 

experience.

Hope, Heal & Help Groups 

Youth Service 

harm  

T: 02890 755070

Lighthouse

Complementary Therapy 

pains, promote relaxation and also a space to clear and relax 
the mind.

Art Therapy 

Befriending 

Advocate 

Signposting 
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Free Essential 

Skills Training
Programmes available in 

Literacy, Numeracy and ICT

New classes starting every week
For further information 

please contact:
Newtownabbey Area 
Laura O’ Donnell 
Laura@ashtoncentre.com

North Belfast Area 
Corinna Mc Erlean 
Corinna@ashtoncentre.com

Programme Coordinator
Sarah Rafter 

Lemis Employment Programme
Are You Unemployed?

On Jsa More Then A Year
Live In North Belfast

We Are Offering
One To One Support And Advice
Cv Skills
Job Search
Help Filling In Job Application Forms
Interview Skills
Free Training Subject To Availiability

CONTACT MAIREAD (02890 742255)

Job Club Services
New Lodge Youth Centre

and I now work for New Lodge 

to where I am now and how 

working in the Arts.
It was the Summer of 2008, 

and had nothing to do when 

Arts. Back then, New Lodge 

New Lodge Arts and how it operated. 

sent me out on an 8 week placement. I knew I wanted to 

shocked at what I had found out throughout the 8 weeks...

in the arts and that it is something that I am interested in. 

on a new path.
New Lodge Arts is a programme of Ashton Community 
Trust

Young Persons Story, 
New Lodge Arts
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Keep Our 
Area Clean

 
Do You Need 

Something Removed 
From Your House?

Get It Lifted & Shifted. 

Phone 
90 270 230
Free Service From 

Belfast City Council

Free Bulky Item 
Collection

At  the Ashton Centre we are 

now taking place for the following 
classes:

of these courses, please contact 

mcquillan@ashtoncentre.com

Adair on 02890 322289 or email 

Course Enrolments at 
the Ashton Centre
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North Belfast Participation and Rights Project
Parties unite to pass REAL JOBS NOW motion at Belfast City Hall

are committed to ensuring the motion is implemented as soon 
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hopes for the future. 

Grassroots Programme. 

reform, prosecution, truth, reparations and reconciliation. 

project. 
 

 

a deeper understanding of what steps communities feel need 

Minister funds the transitional justice programme which is 

Bridge of Hope is a programme of Ashton Community 
Trust

Bridge of Hope: Piecing the Past Together
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Newington Credit Union Open Day
New Members welcome

Start saving with your local credit union

Thursday 27th March 
From 10.00am to 3.00pm
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